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CHAPTER 9E
WOOD FLOORI NG
9E-01. GENERAL
a. References
(1) G ade markings nust be checked and grading, too. You
will need the publication describing grading rules. Check the

specification for the publication title.

(2) Wod block flooring requirenents are found in ASTM
D1031.

(3) Be aware of special requirenents for wood flooring for
gymasi uns and hand ball courts.

b. Subnittals

(1) Sanples of the proposed flooring are needed for
approval .

(2) It is Inportant that the floor manufacturer*s
installation instructions are received, approved and used.

9E-02. MATERIALS

a. Strip Flooring

(1) Optional wood species may be listed for contractor*s
sel ection.

(2) Check thickness as it may be 3/4 —inch up to 33/32 -
i nch.

(3) Check grade on the trademark.

b. Parquet Flooring

(1) Slat-block flooring is available in a variety of
patterns. Check the finish schedul e. These pre-assenbled units are
made with solid wood slats.

(2) Solid-block flooring is 9-inch squares of pre-assenbled
strip flooring material.

(3) Check the tradenark grade for conformance. Check the
gradi ng rul es should there be any doubt of the quality.

(4) Flooring nay be pre-finished or unfinished. Check the
speci ficati ons.

c. Block Industrial Flooring

(1) Beveled corners are usually specified for our use.
Bevel extends through full thickness.

(2) Contractors may sel ect wood specie or, or heavy use,
upl and oak will be required.

9E-1



EP 415-1- 261
1 Aug 92

(3) Check for required preservative treatnent stanp on
bundl es.

d. Prinmer and Adhesive

(1) Used for installation over concrete and the type
material will be as recommended by the flooring nanufacturer.

(2) Check storage requirenents on container |abels.
e. Filler

(1) Manufacturer*s recommended filler is applied to
conpl eted industrial block flooring.

(2) Asphaltic filler of steep-slope asphalt may be required
for gymasi um and hand ball courts.

(3) Check for a polyethyl ene sheet vapor seal or water
proofing menbrane in lieu of the filler. Insulation board may al so
be required.

f. Wod Sleepers and Nails

(1) Check for preservative treatnent. Specific type
treatnent and maxi num noi sture content nust be enforced.

(2) Check specie and grade required.

g. Steel Channels and dips

(1) Manufacturers systemnmay use steel channels and clips
to attach flooring to sub-floor.

(2) Check systemfor required pads beneath the anchor
channel s.

(3) Steel conponents nust be gal vani zed.

(4) I nsul ati on between channels will be either asphalt
i npregnat ed fiberboard or closed cell polyethyl ene foam

h. Storage
(1) Accept only unopened and correctly |abel ed packages.
(2) Check for storage in a dry ventilated location.

(3) Check for flooring noisture content between 6 and 9
percent.

9E-03. PREPARATI ON

a. Building nust be conpletely enclosed.

b. Flooring installation nust be phased after other
operations are conpl eted.

c. Building tenperature nust be between 65 and 80 degrees F,
before, during and after floor installation. Check your
requi renents as the maxi numtenperature for certain systems nay be
72 degrees F.
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d. Correct concrete sub-floor defects and renove residue
fromcuring conpounds and seal ers before adhesive application.
Check for concrete drying requirenents before flooring
installation can begin.

e. Check joints or sleepers for level plane surfaces before
installing sub-flooring and underl aynent.

f. Check Chapter 6A for sub-flooring and underl aynment
installation.

g. Check for |oose sub-flooring and raised nails.

h. Were boards are used for sub-flooring, check for
cuppi ng. Repl acenent nust be required where additional nailing
will not correct the problem Is diagonal installation required?

i. Review specifications for waterproofing or vapor barrier
provi si ons.

OE-04. | NSTALLATI ON

a. Strip Flooring

(1) Check for layout; perinmeter space for expansion and for
laying strips parallel to length of room area.

(2) Check anchor channel or sleeper fastening for rigidity.
Check for spacing of cushion pads.

(3) Check for 6 —inch mninmum stagger at end joints at
adj acent strips.

(4) Separate end joints in the same plane with at |east two
rows of strip-flooring.

(5) Check for required size nail or clip. Does nail have a
def ormed shank? Nails shall be countersunk. Check nail spacing and
use at least 2 nails per strip section.

(6) Fit-up shall be close and snug. Follow nanufacturers
specific installation instructions.

(7) Check for and enforce the special color matching
requirenents for installing flooring on walls of handball courts.

b. Parquet Flooring

(1) I's a checkerboard | ayout required? Check for perineter
space for expansion.

(2) Prepare for and spread adhesive in accordance with the
flooring manufacturers installation instructions.

c. Block Industrial Flooring

(1) A special requirement is storage within the area of
installation for at least 7 days before application begins. Check
for specific tenmperatures and hum dity conditions required.

(2) Manufacturer*s specific instructions for priner,
adhesi ve and bl ock application nust be enforced.
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(3) Check for alignnent in parallel rows or courses. Break
joints in adjacent courses as in masonry |ayup.

(4) Check for expansion space at perineter and at all
obstructions such as col ums.

d. Sanding and Sealing

(1) sanding passes shall be as specified and by skilled
mechani cs for snooth and uniform surfaces and w t hout sanding
mar ks or shiners.

(2) Check schedul e of sanding such that required sealer
coat is applied within 8 hours after final sanding pass. This is
inportant to prevent noisture absorption which will cause the
grain of the wood to rise.

(3) Dry clean floor surfaces thoroughly, including all shoe
and boot narks, inmediately before sealing.

(4) Block industrial flooring requires at |east two coats
of filler applied in accordance with the flooring nanufacturer*s
instructions.

(5) Check for required protection. The correction of
damaged floors is only second best. Prevent damage wi th adequate
protection.

(6) Check carefully on the operations of subcontractors or
the Using Service where equi pnent such as refrigerators, washing
machi nes, cooki ng stoves, kitchen cabinets and sinilar equi pnent
is being installed after installation of finish flooring. These
items shall be lifted into place, not dragged!
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